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(Should include lab title, your name, and date)

For Example:

Lab 1: Soil Sciences, Part 1
(Your Name Here)
August 24, 2015
I. Introduction

Your introduction should contain the following:

a. the theoretical background (if any)

b. a description of your location (if you’re collecting data)

c. a summary of the procedures used to collect data (if necessary)
Your introduction will be a varying length depending on the amount of information that you need to present.
II. Data

This section should have all your data, preferably in tabular form.  All tables should be neatly typed and have a caption.  Tables should be numbered consecutively (Table 1, Table 2, etc.) in the order in which they are presented/discussed in the text.
III. Analysis
This section should have examples and results of all your calculations; it should also contain any maps, drawings, plots, etc. that you had to make as a part of the analysis.  Results are best presented in a figure and/or table (figures also need captions).  Figures should be numbered consecutively (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.) in the order in which they are presented/discussed in the text.  
IV. Questions

Answer any questions asked in the lab and present them here.
V. Discussion and Conclusion
Essentially you want to discuss the results of the experiment and place them in context.  This is where you relate the data and analysis to any conclusions you might draw.  A discussion of any real or potential errors that might come into your calculations/measurements should be made here.  

Finally, you want to summarize the results of the lab in a concluding paragraph.  This final paragraph should include all major points in a brief form.

VI. References

You should list, in a standard format, the references used to do the lab.  The format we’ll be using is called “GSA Format”.  See http://www.geosociety.org/pubs/geoguid5.htm for how to properly reference different forms (books, maps, journals, etc.).  Every lab should have one or more references.
Note:  Some labs will be mainly about gathering information and answering questions.  These labs will not have Data and Analysis sections.  However, ALL labs will have Introduction, Questions, Discussion, Conclusions and References.
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